
                                  An SUV for all Seasons – the Subaru Forester 

 

by Ian Lynas 

Mention the word Subaru and in this country 
thoughts turn to rallying; however there is a 
lot more to the brand and recently I got 
behind the wheel of a Forester which had a 
few surprises in store.                                                             
With a range of enhancements designed to 
maintain its status as one of the most capable 
SUVs available it is the Japanese 
manufacturer’s bestselling model in the UK.                          
Since the Forester was introduced in 1997, 
European sales in the C-SUV segment have 
increased eightfold. Shaped around SUV 
buyers’ top priorities, the upgraded Forester 
offers improved handling and refinement; 
generous interior space and cargo capacity.                            

I have to admit that I approached this Road Test with an open mind and my first surprise, the 
commanding drive position with excellent all round vision.                                                                                
Often when I test an SUV it delivers an agricultural feel, not the case with this Subaru, it 
handles with the precision of a well-engineered saloon. In town or country the Forester is an 
all-round performer.                                                                                                                           
The exterior has been refreshed to give the Forester a more robust and modern appearance, 
with updates to its front grille, bumper, and headlamps, as well as the rear combination lamps 
and alloy wheels.                                                                                                                                
Okay while it may not win a beauty contest, 
its looks have more than a handful of appeal.                                                 
The interior design is now more refined, 
with a silver frame and high-gloss black 
decorative panel. The leather seating is 
upgraded, and the door grips and central 
pillars of the instrument panel are now 
wrapped in new, richly-textured material.                                                                                                           
Rear-seat heating and a new heated steering 
wheel have been adopted to make the cabin 
an even more welcoming place on cold 
mornings; this is something which many 
will really appreciate.                                                                                                                                            
The engine range remains unchanged, three 
2.0 litre horizontally-opposed four-cylinder 
engines, a 150PS naturally-aspirated petrol engine and a 147PS turbo-diesel unit from 
Subaru’s FB family of engines, as well as a DIT direct injection turbocharged petrol unit, 
which produces 241PS and has been engineered for high power, responsiveness and 
efficiency.                                                                                                                                             
You have the choice of either a six-speed manual transmission, available on 2.0i and 2.0D 



 

models  or an upgraded version of Subaru’s Lineartronic CVT automatic, available as an 
option on 2.0i and 2.0D models and standard on vehicles equipped with the 241 PS DIT 
petrol engine.                                                                                                                                   
Every Forester is equipped with two core Subaru technologies: Symmetrical All-Wheel-
Drive, affording surefootedness in all conditions; and the latest-generation already noted 
Boxer engines, contributing to the low centre of gravity beneficial to balance, road holding 
and handling.                                                                                                                                     
When challenged with uneven or slippery road conditions, all-terrain capability is enhanced 
further with the X-Mode on Lineartronic CVT models, an All-Wheel-Drive control system 
which includes Hill Descent Control and makes traction even better than the outgoing 
models.                                                                                                                                                
Five trim levels for maximum choice, all with a generous level of standard equipment: XE 
and XE Premium trim levels are available on all naturally-aspirated petrol models; XC and 
XC Premium on all diesel models; and XT, the highest specification, is standard on 2.0 litre 
turbocharged petrol versions of the Forester. 

Version on test – 2.0 D XC Premium Lineartronic  £32,180  
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